PRESS RELEASE

A Major Step Forward in Soil and Water Information: www.eugris.info

Efficient and equal access to technical, policy and research information is just
one of the many new benefits for Soil and Water Managers in Europe from the
upgraded state of the art portal of EUGRIS. EUGRIS is an easy way to find
information in a structured and contextually meaningful way, or to promote and
disseminate information — and it’s free! Its speed and efficiency is made possible
by a ground-breaking structure which combines a technical and policy
compendium, a search engine and a dissemination tool in one central location.
This makes finding, promoting and disseminating information a simple yet fruitful
experience for visitors to the site which already receives some half a million
enquiries per year and has more than 2,500 registered users worldwide.

EUGRIS is purposefully designed and structured for land and water managers,
legislators, regulators and planners, consultants and contractors, researchers,
technology providers business and the public. Its philosophy is user directed.
Simply put: -

. If you are looking for information, EUGRIS helps you find it.

. If you want to give out information, EUGRIS is your dissemination
platform.

This means that EUGRIS is always expanding and meeting the needs of its users,
whether the topic is, for example, brownfield regeneration or river basin
management. Uniquely, the site allows information providers to link to existing
information on EUGRIS even where this information has been provided by others.
The EUGRIS system is enormously adaptable because of its database driven
system and dynamic page systems.

Following the major upgrade the EUGRIS site has several notable features,

including:

. Powerful interlinked directories of projects, people, organisations and funding
schemes,

. an advanced “text” search, for example if you are looking for a specific item
or author

. a library search if you are looking for information by subject / topic

- an encyclopaedia if you are looking for an introduction to a topic before you
search, which offers general themes and also country specific information

. adirectory of users and a directory of organisations

« a developing multilingual glossary.

EUGRIS topics include brownfield regeneration, contaminated land management,
groundwater, sediments, diffuse pollution, and an increasing content related to

r® environmental technology Itd Press Release: May 3™ 2008 Page 1 of 4


http://www.eugris.info/

river basin management and soil thematic strategy issues. This content is open
to all, to use and to add to.

Currently, EUGRIS carries an extensive catalogue of 3,080 resources (document,
software, hardware and web site listings), 58 funding programmes listings, 278
R&D project listings, 375 organisations listings, 289 current news items, 17
conference / training listings, 100 demonstration projects, over 100
encyclopaedia pages and over 2,500 registered users. This is quite a critical
mass. EUGRIS operates as a community of collaborating projects, people and
organisations who co-operate to supply information for the benefit of all and also
to promote themselves and disseminate their work. EUGRIS is used as
dissemination tool by a number of projects.

EUGRIS puts transparency first. There are no anonymous postings on EUGRIS.
Registered users can see who posted information and their professional
background as a means of information assessment. Registered users can also
“rate” and comment on postings as a form of external quality control

EUGRIS continues to expand and evolve to meet the demands and needs of the
sector, with new content and powerful new tools under development marking it
out as the premiere resource centre for soil and water management. Whether
EUGRIS is used to find information, or to promote and disseminate information,
as a one stop portal EUGRIS functions effortlessly. It focuses results on
relevance whether it is topical information, or to find experts and organisations
of interest to the user. In an sector where information empowers, EUGRIS is its
dynamao.

END

Notes to the Editor:

1. EUGRIS was originally set up as an Accompanying Measure under the
Framework 5 programme, and has since then been further developed by the
project partners, in particular r* environmental technology Itd and the Federal
German Environmental Protection Agency, in association with Cybersales
Limited.

2. National and regional agencies are invited to contact us to discuss how they
might include “national” pages within the overall EUGRIS framework. We
would also be interested to talk to organisations interested in sponsoring
information content on EUGRIS, or developing their own listings in the
EUGRIS directory.

3. Functionalities as “About EUGRIS”, “What's new on EUGRIS”, “Glossary”,

“Make a comment” and “Search” assist the visitor to use the system
effectively.
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4. EUGRIS is designed as open system, which means open to view, and open to
register to add information — at no cost.

5. Easy to use web tools for posting information are provided. Anything posted
is immediately available to other users, but can be edited by the provider at
any time. Registration with EUGRIS also creates a for the user a professional
“CV” page in the EUGRIS directory. New value added features such as
enhanced registration services are under development, for example easy tools
to download and exchange links and listings within project teams®.

6. Uniquely EUGRIS allows information providers to link their information to
existing information on EUGRIS even where this information had been
provided by other information service providers. Users can therefore search
for all interlinked data on a certain project or organisation for example. While
EUGRIS is open access registration is required for some information
components (e.g., directories of people) and for posting information.

7. EUGRIS operates as a community of collaborating projects, people and
organisations who co-operate to supply information for the benefit of all and
also to promote themselves and disseminate their work.

8. EUGRIS is already used as dissemination tool by a number of EC funded
projects from Framework 4, 5 and 6 including JOINT, SOWA, NICOLE,
AQUATERRA, RISKBASE, SNOWMAN and EURODEMO.

9. EUGRIS is a tool that empowers, giving individuals and small organisations
and authorities access to its environmental information. In this way EUGRIS
helps to increase the competitiveness of Europe.

10.EUGRIS images follow

For further information, please contact:

Dr JOrg Frauenstein, Umweltbundesamt, Germany

E-mail: joerg.frauenstein@uba.de
Tel +49 340 21033064 Fax: +49 340 21043026

Dr Tony Chapman or Professor Paul Bardos at r® Environmental Technology Ltd,
UK.

E-mail: tony@r3environmental.co.uk, paul@r3environmental.co.uk

Tel +44 118 378 8164  Fax: +44 870 1640 633

! These may be chargeable services
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EUGRIS Content Today EUGRIS Select i

EUGRIS

EUGRIS: portal for soil and water management in Euro

Welcome

EUGRIS is a web portal offering infarmation and services on topics related to oil and water, EUGRIS
operates as & community of collaborating projects, pesple and organisations who co-operate to
supply information for the benefit of sveryone and also to promate themselves and disserninats their =
work, (>> more << ), EUGRIS began as a project supported by the European Commission under the
Fifth Framework Programme and other supparters.
® EUGRIS helps you to quickly find the infarmation you need using simple search taols and/or
structured access to information, based on topic country or type of information.

Use of the web site is subject to terms and conditions. By navigating to further EUGRIS pages you
confirm your acceptance of these terms and conditions, These include a privacy policy for your

protection.

3080 Resources .
58 Funding Programmes
276 Projects

2501 Registered Users
375 Organisations

506 Glossary Terms

289 Current llews ftems:
17 Events, meetings &

EUGRIS helps you to disssminate your own information to a wide audience. Registered users
are able to add infarmation, use the dirsctoriss and access a wider range of EUGRIS tools
including a free e-news service, Registration is free. Register now / sign-up to e-news.
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